
(H) “AND HOPE MAKETH NOT ASHAMED. . .” (Vs.  5).



Such a hope will never disappoint or embarrass us. We can trust God for ourselves and not be ashamed of Him before others. Not only does experience teach us this, but God has poured out upon us the assurance of His love in all the trials of life by giving us the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God’s love saying “I will see you through.”

(1) FAITH AND HOPE STRENGTHENED BY THE ULTIMATE PROOF OF LOVE (Vs. 6-8)

Paul tells us that “THE BEAUTY OF GOD’S LAW” is going to be realized in the life and experience of the justified. We “REJOICE” and “confidently and joyfully look forward to ACTUALLY BECOMING ALL THAT GOD HAS IN MIND FOR US TO BE.” The road to this ultimate reality, however, is characterized by “tribulation”. . .”patience . . . experience . . . hope.” To assure us that this pathway to glory is ordained by divine love. God abundantly pours into our hearts His Holy Spirit to assure us of that love. Beside this wonderful love assurance of the Holy Spirit, Paul now places the great historical proof of God’s love as manifest in the incomparable self-giving of Jesus Christ in death for us, and His continuing saving work as the “Living One.” Therefore, the justified child of God, on the way to “Glory” has a two-fold proof of God’s love. The great historical act of Christ’s death and resurrection, and the presence of the fullness of the Holy Spirit “shed abroad in our hearts.”

1. “WHEN WE WERE YET WITHOUT STRENGTH” 9 (Vs. 6).


“Without strength” might be translated “weak” and often means “sick.” (1 Cor. 11:30). The “sickness” of course is sin. When we were reduced to helplessness by this awful malady, this dread disease to which we had willfully exposed ourselves, and which was humanly incurable – He came to our aid: that we were sick with a loathsome disease was abhorrent enough; but that we should have deliberately welcomed the cursed contagion,  could make us nothing less than a disgusting and revolting sight before the eyes of a holy God.


2. “IN DUE TIME CHRIST DIED FOR THE UNGODLY (Vs. 6).


Christ’s death was undoubtedly in line with the great time purpose of God. However, those purposes also relate to the condition existing among the sin-sick sons of man. It was the time appointed by the Father, because “the time of forbearance having reached its limit (3:26), God, if He did not pardon, must judge.” The love of God is further accented as we see Christ dying for “the UNGODLY.” Not only were we “sick” and thus helpless, but in our dire condition we were ignoring the only One who could help us. Ungodliness is “The total disregard of God; it is treating God as if He did not exist. It is not atheism, for atheism does not believe that there is a God. GODLESSNESS KNOWS THAT THAT THERE IS A GOD AND TOTALLY DISREGARDS HIM.” For such loathsome insolent creatures “Christ died’!

3.”FOR SCARCELY FOR A RIGHTEOUS MAN WILL ONE DIE: YET PERADVENTURE FOR A GOOD MAN SOME WOULD EVEN DARE TO DIE (Vs.7)

Now we have seen human and divine love contrasted. One may respect or detest a righteous man, but hardly does a righteous man evoke love. Paul contrasts the righteous man with “a good man.” A righteous man here considered, is one who is right himself and expects everyone else to be right, and has no sympathy for the man who falls. The good man is equally as righteous as the righteous man, but he is capable of responding to need in his fallen brother. No one is likely to die for the righteous man, however, “once in a while a man is brave enough to die for a generous friend” (Wms).

4. “BUT GOD COMMENDETH HIS LOVE TOWARD US, IN THAT, WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS, CHRIST DIED FOR US” (Vs. 8)


Would one die for a righteous man? It is not likely. Would one die for a good man? It is possible. Would one throw his life away on one who hated him and in every act of his life manifest such hatred? Such a possibility is unthinkable. YET THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT CHRIST DID! How can we doubt such love? “The death of Christ is an unexampled manifestation of love.”
(J) AND THAT IS NOT ALL: (Vss. 9-11)

1. “MUCH MORE THEN, BEING NOW JUSTIFIED BY HIS BLOOD, WE SHALL BE SAVED 
FROM WRATH THROUGH HIM. (Vs. 9)


Having done all He has done for us, we can be assured that He will save us from the wrath that is to be visited on the unrepentant world. Paul has made reference to that awful day earlier in this Epistle as “the DAY OF WRATH and revelation of the righteous judgment of God” (2:5). It is of this immunity to future wrath that Paul is referring when he says, “God hath not APPOINTED US TO WRATH, but to OBTAIN SALVATION by our Lord Jesus Christ” (I Thess. 5:9).

“Salvation” is the word the Holy Spirit uses to describe the whole work of God in bringing the sinner out of his sin both legally and vitally and bringing him into the glorious presence of God in ultimate perfection. It is usually considered in three tenses. I have been saved from the guilt and penalty of sin; I am being saved from the power and influence of sin: and I will eventually be saved from the very presence of sin. As a justified person I have the guarantee that I shall not be subject to the awful wrath which He must someday pour out upon sinful men. The reason being, that “by His blood” the reason for wrath has been removed in my case. “Christ died for my sins.” There is therefore no reason for wrath in the case of a justified man.

2. “FOR IF, WHEN WE WERE ENEMIES, WE WERE RECONCILED TO GOD BY THE DEATH 
OF HIS SON, MUCH MORE, BEING RECONCILED, WE SHAL BE SAVED BY HIS LIFE” (Vs. 
10).


We were God’s enemies. God moved toward us in the loving and redeeming act of “the death of His Son.” He removed every obstacle on His side which would prevent our coming to Him and “becoming friends.”


This we did, blessed be God. We responded to His love, received His forgiveness for our enmity and rebellion, and were “reconciled to God.” If He did for us what He did “when we were enemies,” does it not follow that He will do everything He can for us now that we are “His friends?”


His present ministry of love for us as the risen living Lord is both objective and subjective. He represents us before the Father, undertaking “to save US TO THE UTTERMENT that come unto God by Him, seeing HE LIVETH to MAKE INTERCESSION for them”(Heb. 7:25). He “is even at the right hand of God, MAKING INTECESSION FOR US” (Rom. 8:34). 


“If while we were enemies, we were restored to he favour of God by the death of His Son, the fact He lives will certainly secure our final salvation.”

It is not, however, only His life FOR us in heaven, but His life IN us on earth. “Christ LIVETH IN ME!” (Gal. 2:20). This we will see developed as we move along in the Epistle. At this point, however, Paul introduces the wonderful fact that the risen Christ is active on our behalf, both FOR us and IN us. He LIVES to bring to glorious finality that for which He died. “WE SHALL BE SAVED BY HIS LIFE!”


3. AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT WE ALSO JOY IN GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
BY WHOM WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED THE ATONEMENT” (Vs. 11).


We not only look forward to that joyous day of ultimate deliverance, but RIGHT NOW rejoice in the wonderful relationship we have with God through reconciliation. The word “atonement” should be “reconciliation.” “Atonement” is nots New Testament word. It refers to the “covering” of sin in Old Testament times. Such acts of atonement look forward to death, the death of Jesus Christ. The “blood of bulls and of goats could not take away sins” (Heb. 10:4).


The blood of Christ removed sin and made possible reconciliation. This is the New Testament teaching. We rejoice in this reconciliation NOW, and look forward to the unfolding of God’s wonderful purposes for His “friends.”


4. SINS AND SIN – THE DOCTRINAL BRIDGE (5:12-21).


Up to this point in the Epistle, Paul has dealt with the fact of man’s sinful acts – his SINS, plural. He stated that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men” (1:18), and then proceeded to describe the awful sinfulness of men in their actions. He did not speak of the SOURCE of this evil but went immediately to the divine remedy – the revelation of how such sinners can be declared righteous through faith in the blood of Jesus Christ.

Now, in this section, the apostle moves from the EFFECT (sins) to the CAUSE (sin), and points to Adam as the human source. In the previous section “the Apostle has been dealing with sins, as they are expressed in human life, but now he proceeds to deal with sin, the principle from which all expressions proceed.” He has clearly shown how we may be justified from SINS (the fruit), and is about to show how we may experience deliverance from SIN (the root).


Such a deliverance from the power of SIN is spoken of in terms of “LIFE.” Only once before in the Epistle is “life” referred to (2:7)The emphasis in the first four chapters is LEGAL RELATIONSHIP to God. The word “life” appears three times in this section. It is not enough to have a right legal relationship to God through justification; we are to have a right LIFE RELATIONSHIP as well. It is not enough to have our SINS dealt with LEGALLY, while the source of sin remains untouched. The CAUSE of SINS must also be dealt with, that the justified person may experience VITALLY that freedom “from sin” (6:18) which enables him to “reign in LIFE” (5:17)

In the first part of the Epistle, Paul showed the need of justification by describing the terrible picture of human conduct. He did not deal with the source of men’s sins, but rather the universally obvious fact that men were actual sinners. The blood of Christ is an adequate sacrifice to remove the guilt incurred by such sin and meet the just demands of God against the sinner who had committed them. Now Paul GOES BACK TO THE BEGINNING AGAIN, and comes at the matter of the source of human sins so that he may reveal the manner in which God has dealt with the ROOT of human conduct.

1. The entrance and extent of sin (Vss. 12-14).


A) Sin’s coming – “By one man sin entered into the world.”


This one man, of course, is Adam. The word “one” is prominent In this section, being used some 12 times. This entire passage has to do with TWO “ONES” – Adam and Christ. Sin in the human race began with Adam, but sin as such did not originate with him. It “entered” by or through him. It was introduced into the human scene by “the serpent,” apparently having “existence in another world.”


Paul does not deal here with the origin of evil, but rather with its beginning in the human race. Adam’s “sin” is referred to as TRANSGRESSION (a breach of law – Vs. 14); “OFFENSE” (‘paraptoma’ – “a false step, a blunder, a deviation from uprightness and truth” – (Vss. 15, 16, 17, 18, 20); “disobedience” The verb form of this word originally meant ‘to mishear or to fail to hear.’ It could be used of the man who did not catch something that someone else said, because it was indistinctly spoken, or because he himself was deaf. Then it came to mean DELIBERATEL NOT TO HEAR, as it were, to close the ears to. Disobedience means CLOSING THE EARS “”TO GOD IN ORDER TO LISTEN TO ONES SELF” – Vs. 19); “SIN’ (The Greek word here is the most common word for sin in the New Testament. It means “to miss a mark;” to be in error. It is failing to be what we should be; it is falling short of God’s glorious desire for us” (Vss. 12, 13, 20, 21)



B) Sin’s consequence - “Death by sin . . . all have sinned.”



“Death” is the result of, and penalty for, sin. God had warned Adam of the dreadful consequence of violating His law in eating from “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,” saying, “in the day that thou eatest thereof THOU SHALT SURELY DIE” (Gen. 2:17).

In the day he ate he died spiritually. There came a “separation” (death is separation and not cessation) from God spiritually. Later he died physically, a “separation” between body and spirit. The Bible speaks of “the second death: which is the separation of the total man from God as a result of the final judgment which finds him yet unrepentant and unbelieving. 


Sin brought death to Adam and through Adam to “all men.” Death is not a part of man’s original constitution. Death is the result of sin. When Adam sinned “all sinned.” Adam was of course a historical individual, the first man. But he was more: He is what his name means in Hebrew – ‘MANKIND’.” THE WHOLE OF MANKIND IS VIEWED AS HAVING EXISTED AT FIRST IN ADAM. Because of his sin, however, ADAM IS MANKIND IN ALIENATION FROM GOD: THE WHOLE OF MANKIND IS VIEWED AS HAVING ORIGINALLY SINNED IN ADAM. What Adam became through his disobedience, all men became, because all men were in him. There was a constitutional change in Adam which the whole human race shared, and which change has been transmitted to all his seed, generation after generation. “Adam begat a son IN HIS OWN LIKENESS” (Gen. 5:3) His son was born with a corrupted nature inherited from his father, and a body destined for death.


However men may rebel against this matter of reality it is a fact of history. This Paul points out. Sin was not just a matter of disobeying the Ten Commandments. Long before the law was given on Sinai, with all its detailed demands, “sin was in the world.” It was “not imputed” or reckoned in legal detail, but it existed. The proof being that “Death reigned from Adam to Moses.” Although men did not break the Law of Moses or commit the exact same sin as Adam, they died, thus proving the presence of a corrupt nature and death-deserving sin. Adam transmitted to his posterity what he had become was a result of his sin.
NOTE: We do not have any more pages for this series. They were notes taken many years ago and have become lost. If anyone has more pages for this teaching, please send us copies of it. We have found an introduction for this series that was missing and I will get it as soon as I can get it typed and uploaded. There is enough material in this series to keep you busy in the meantime!
